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AMAZING 

READERS 


OUR COVER: This cover is so 
Magyar, Pat Broderick, Bob Smith, 

it together. Thank you, Peggy, too. 
Captain Atom and The Question are 
© 1986 Chari— I mean, DC Comics. 










If you’ve been* . ♦ 

searching for the most '< - v ;* r 
exciting and informative 
magazine about comics on the 
stands, look no further— 
you’ve found it! 

Every two weeks, Amazing Heroes offers a cornucopia of special 
features and regular columns, of fact and opinion, of news and histoi 
of art and text.. of everything, in short, that makes a magazine fun 


iw Amazing Heroes is 


than ever—with added pages, 

added features, and " ’ _ . 

things you can find in every issue: 

• In-depth INTERVIEWS with your favorite pros! 

• Up-to-the-minute NEWS of the latest happenings! 

e Abundantly illustrated PREVIEWS of new series and revamped old 
onesl 

y week, with scads 

» Opinionated REVIEWS of the latest publications! 

> SNEAK PEEKS at some of the exciting new comics series! 

» An open-to-everyone LETTERS COLUMN to praise your faves and 
vent your spleen! 

» All this PLUS such special added attractions as “Small Press 
Watch,” “10-of-a-Kind," "Silly Covers,” “2 Page Spread," “Don 
~ ..—— •—"-onstantly-expanding 


Information Center”. 


148-page whopper of a magazine that tells you everything you nr 
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Edited by Nebula 
Award-Winning Author 
George R.R. Martin 


Edward Bryant 
Leanne C. Harper 
Stephen Leigh 
George R.R. Martin 
Victor Milan 
John J. Miller 
Lewis Shiner 
Melinda M. Snodgrass 
Howard Waldrop 
Walter Jon Williams 
Roger Zelazny 


T he shared world anthology is the most exciting con¬ 
cept to hit the field in many years. Eleven talented 
writers, including editor George R.R. Martin, have created 
the first contemporary science fiction series to use this 
popular format. Blending action, humor, and moving 
human drama, WILD CARDS is the first volume in this 
stirring saga of a new breed of heroes and anti-heroes 
gifted with strange superhuman powers. 
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NEW S L I N E 

I Collins and Beatty on DC’s Red Dog | 


: mini-series that features the illustrated by JIM STARLIN earlier 
'hting adventures of a unique this year, will be joined by CHRIS 
•o. Red Dog, whose exploits WARNER, best known for his stint 
ed by DICK GIORDANO on Moon Knight. Collins and Beatty 
ted by MIKE GOLD, may will continue working on Ms. Tree 

own regular series at the for Renegade Press throughout, 

the mini-series, but it’s too although Beatty’s assistant GARY 
. tell yet. KATO may be shouldering more of 




Eclipse revives 
2 comic books 


Blackthorne announces new book 
publishing division: Jones featured 


Blackthorne Paperbacks, a spin-off 
of Blackthorne Publishing, will be 
devoted to producing prose works by 
widely known professionals as well 


Blackthorne and its predecessor 
Pacific Comics, has four books 
scheduled: Twisted Tales , an anthol¬ 
ogy of horror stories with illustra¬ 
tions by RICHARD CORBEN; the 
horror novel Untraceable, and the 
thrillers Rendezvous , and Eye Con¬ 
tact. All four will appear during the 


of short stories, Gentleman Junkie ; 
this one goes out in February. 

Each book will be released in four 
versions: mass market paperback, 
trade paperback, hardcover, and col¬ 
lector’s edition signed and numbered 
hardcover. The prices will range 
from $3.75 to $30.00. 

The mass-marketed version will 
be test-marketed in 1400 7-11 stores, 
supermarkets, and gift stores, in 


Blackthorne axes two new titles 

Two Blackthorne titles have been I Scott Shaw’s contribution to AmuS- 
canceiied, one before it was even j n g Stories ends up a Renegade. 



type villain), and Doctor Ignatious 
Rumbault Bellows. 

Stig’s Inferno , Canadian TY 
TEMPLETON’S humorous look at 
Life in Hell, originally ran five 
irregularly published issues from 
Vortex Comics. Since the last of 
those, Templeton has kept himself 
busy inking The New Wave and 
working on various television pro¬ 
jects for the Canadian Broadcasting 


First Comics 
offers posters 

Time 1 and Evangeline were pro- 

respective artists: HOWARD 
CHAYKIN and JUDITH HUNT/ 
RICARDO VILLAGRAN. Both are 

measure* 14’ x'22”f S * 

January will see the release of a 
special poster co-starring American 
Flagg, Badger, Dynamo Joe, Grim- 
jack, Jon Sable, and Nexus. This 
one will be a double-size 22” x 28” 
full-color painting by DAVID DOR¬ 
MAN. Also scheduled for January 
release are posters for Dynamo Joe 
by DOUG RICE, and Whisper by 
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TALES FROM THE ANI- [ □ ROBOTECH: THE MACROSS 
VERSE SAGA #16 

#5 I “Battle Cry” 
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C O M I N C 


I □ ELRIC: WEIRD OF THE I 
WHITE WOLF #4 

The second part of The Singing Citadel. 


□ GODS FOR HIRE #3 

A.k.a. The Saturday Knights. V 


□ ROCK HEADS #1 

R The premie^the rock so 



□ CLASSIC X-MEN #8 

Man." Plus a new story by Chris ■ 


"The Story of three crazy people trying to 
survive against an even crazier world" 



December is, 













1MU do 
a sentient, 
starfaring 
dragon and 
a 14 year old 
street urchin 
havein 
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First issue on sale soon! 
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THE BEST COMIC 8O0K EVER 
DONE AND WILL REVOLUTIONIZE 
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I COULD HAVE A THOUSAND 
COPIES PRINTED, SELL THEM 
ALL TO ONE DISTRIBUTOR. 
AND SAY THE BOOK. "SOLO 
OUT" ON THE FIRST DAY.,, 

X COULD HAVE A "FAMOUS 
NAME" ARTIST DO THE COVER 
THO' HIS WORK DOESN'T 
APPEAR^ ^.NYPLACE ELSE^_ 
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CAN you truth; ) 

use? r V/ _ y 
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A BOOK THAT CAM BE 
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If He’s A Puppet, Who 
Pulls His Strings? 

Hub City’s corrupt governmental 
body is controlled by the Reverend 
Doctor Jeremiah Hatch, a tyrannical 
minister who gives new definition 


at his disposal to achieve his goals. 

“I knew that I wanted a character 
who represented what I consider 


Do You Remember 
Lady Shiva? 


created back in the ’70s in the pages 
of Richard Dragon, Kung Fu 
Fighter. Shiva, named after the 
Hindu goddess of destruction, is a 
cool, calculating professional who 
is employed by Reverend Hatch— 
and is also quite possibly the most 
dangerous woman alive. Even more 
dangerous than Joan Collins. 


This explains why she effortlessly 
skirmish in the first issue. 

What About The 
Supporting Cast? 


is himself to the development of the 
[current] story. Without blowing my 
storyline, I can’t tell you much about 


well as the tendency we have had for 
about 2000 years to use Christianity 
as an excuse for simply giving vent 
to the most evil impulses of our 

Although Rev. Hatch is a heartless 
man who is by profession a spiritual 
figure, his characterization is not in- 


where the church, either formally or 

vidual, is^very highly wired to the 
political structure. That sort of thing 


opportunity to finally develop th 


“I can’t say at this point if they’ll 
ever get romantically involved, but 
Myra is, as I said earlier, as impor- 
tam as Sage is to the resolution of 
the Jeremiah Hatch plotline.” 

Another supporting cast member 


study to make the conflict scenes as 
accurate as possible. 

He adds that Lady Shiva predates 


guy. ..he was pretty interesting!’ 
That gives you die springboard for 
another plot.” 

To Whom Will The 
Question Appeal? 


“There’s always heavy weather in 
the Question’s city. He’s one of the 
few characters that always gets 

avid film fen who cites Alfred Hitch- 

layout style, is perfomring his finest 
illustrative work to date in the pages 
of The Question. “I like good 
storytelling, even above good draw¬ 
ings. Storytelling is the most impor- 

Denys succeeds at “good story¬ 
telling” with his inventive, cinematic 
style. In this series, you will notice 
an absence of lettered sound effects. 
The illustrated action needs no 
“pows” or “krunches” to get its 
point across. 

The Question is targeted, to the 
same readership of Watchmen and 
Dark Knight. It is a very violent 

the violence in The Question is 
going to be as ugly and as brutal as 
possible,” adds Cowan. “There’s 
nothing pretty about violence in this 
book—and there shouldn’t be.” 

The violence in The Question is 

gut-wrenching, painting a hauntingly 
graphic depiction of the sickness of 
Hub City. “The Question is very 
clearly intended for mature readers,” 
O’Neil says. “I would like to tell 
people ‘don’t give it to your six-year- 
old.’ It’s very violent emotionally, 
although it’s less violent than many 
comics physically." 

What Lies In The 









CAPTAIN 

OF THE 


ATOMS 


BY ANDY MANGELS 


Q uick! Forget everything you the Charlton heroes were ripped 

ever heard about Captain through time and space and given a 

Atom. He was never a super-hero in new past. Now, following Blue Bee- 
the 1960s, he never fought Dr. Spec- tie and The Question , DC plans to 
tro or the Ghost, and has never met bring back the original atomic hero 
Blue Beetle, Superman, or Fire- in an incarnation perhaps much 
storm. He isn’t even a super-hero more intriguing than any of his 
.. .or is he? As far as the public original stories. But did those other 

above. But a carefully fabricated lie Read on. 
can hold up to most public scrutiny 

for quite a while. The Big Bang 

After acquiring the rights to 

Charlton’s super-heroes in the late Writer Cary Bates talked with editor 

1970s, DC did nothing with them Denny O’Neil about what to do with 

until the Crisis On Infinite Earths. a character that had such a rich 

Alan Moore was originally going to history, yet needed to be somewhat 

those plans entailed permanent “We decided to set the story in 

changes in some of the heroes that 1968,” explained Bates. “Nathaniel 

DC wasn’t prepared to make, think- Adam was indeed a Captain in the 

reorganized DC Universe. So, fresh of treason. Adam swears these char- 

from a history and life on Earth-Six, ges were false and says that he was 


29 



JFO which crashed and was found \j Q . _ T ho 
y the government. They found that B3CK IO 111© 

he hull of the craft was malleable Future 

iut apparently impervious to any- 

hing. They decided to test it out as When we next see Adam, he is 
d whether it could protect a man at above ground and, though he doesn’t 

3round Zero in an atom bomb test. realize it yet, is in the year 1986. 

)bviously, they’re not going to get “The metal couldn’t absorb all the 
i willing volunteer for this. Pushed energy from the bomb, but it did 
y Colonel Wade Eiling to use a protect him from death and fuel his 
leath-row inmate in the test, Natha- quantum jump into the future.” All 
liel Adam found himself partaking the people from 1968 are now 18 
n a test which he may or may not years older. Colonel Eiling is now 
iurvive. If he survives the test, he a general. Adam is at first perceived 

vill be given amnesty, and if not, as a UFO, and he looks like a slag 

ie won’t have to worry about it.” heap. “The metal has formed almost 

\dam is enclosed in aXpsule of the doesn’t realize right away that he can 


been approved by President J 

new deal with Reagan. If he u 
as a government operative, he 
eventually get his full par 
“Adam questions why he sh 

power he now commands, but 

very craftily lets him know th* 
world believed Nathaniel Adam 


children had to live under the st 
“One of the things Captain / 


spiracy that caused his court-m 
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W fcen Mindy Newell, writer 
of The New Wave, refer¬ 
red to DC inker Karl Kesel as “the 
next Terry Austin,” others began 
drawing the comparison between the 
two as well. Sheer technical profi¬ 
ciency is a strong similarity between 
Kesel and Austin, as well as respec¬ 
tive styles of inking which enhance 
the pencils they embellish, rather 
than merely copying the lines. A 
story inked by Karl Kesel is sure to 
be pleasing to the eye.. .and editors 
at DC Comics (with whom Kesel has 
now signed an exclusive contract) 
have come to realize this and are 
selecting Kesel as inker for more and 
more choice assignments. WeU 

relished the opportunity to meet Karl 


even my editor at Fantagraphics 
Manor had virtually no information 
about the mans history or back¬ 
ground. Somehow, Karl Kesel has 
managed to rise within the space of 

prestigious assignments in the cur¬ 
rent DC lineup (Legends, History of 
the DC Universe, and John Byrne’s 
Superman—nor to mention the cult 
favorite ’Mazing Man) without ever 
once falling under the scrutiny of the 
ever-watchjul fan press. An interview 
was clearly long overdue. 

The mystery ofKesel's low profile 
was explained upon meeting the 
enigmatic inker himself Karl Kesel 


is not one to put on an air of self- 


importance or call undue attention 
to himself. He seems completely 
unaffected by the amount of atten¬ 
tion his work has lately received. 
Here is a man who, amazingly, 
seems to have nothing ill to say 
about any of his many collaborators. 
More than that, he is singularly 
enthusiastic about working with 


John Byrne on Legends and Super¬ 
man, and with John Ostrander and 
Luke McDonnell on the forthcoming 
Suicide Squad revival. In other 
words, he’s a real nice guy. 

This interview was conducted at 
Karl Kesel’s home in Flushing, 
Queens, early in September 1986 
over a lavish midday meal including 
some of the finest shrimp creole I 
have ever tasted. 

-Richard Bensam 

AMAZING HEROES: Where were 

KARL KESEL: I was bom in 
Rochester, New York, on January 7, 
1959, and I grew up in a little town 

AH: You read comics in Victor? 
KESEL: Yeah. My family took a 
cross-country trip in 1969 by car, 
and it was really dull in the car, so 
I bought lots of comics to read. I 
know Neal Adams’s X-Men with 
Sauron was one of them because my 

from the beginning, but pretty soon 
after that I decided I wanted to do 
comics myself. I had little sketch¬ 
books with all my own characters in 
them, like every kid has at some 
point. It must have been really soon 
after ’69 that I sent some samples 
to Marvel of an Ant-Man story, done 
on typing paper. I wrote a letter with 
it asking if they could give me 
work.. .except I was no good at 
girls or backgrounds. If the story 
had only guys in it, that would be 
okay! They sent me a no-prize. So 
that was real nice. 

AH: There’s a wall in the Marvel 
Bullpen covered with samples like 
that—people do send in work like 

KESEL: Is that'so? I think I got my 
samples back. I don’t know if that’s 
good or bad! But I got the no-prize. 


KARL 

KESEL 

By Richard Bensam 


December 



























Amazing Heroes 














Amazing Heroes 


TITAN ^ BOOKS 



BBITAIH’S fOBtHDST PUBLISHER OF GRAPHIC NOVELS 




























Amazing Heroes 



















you'll 

never 

forget! 


GINGER 


THE WORLD of CINCER FOX by Mike Baron and Mitch O'Connell 


Shipping November 21,1986 


Now On Sale! (Really! For Sure!) 
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apparently wishing to leave his in¬ 
volvement with the character in the 
past. He is now working on DC’s 


since 1953, when he did the Super¬ 
man 3-D. His style has a very clean 
look that has influenced many artists 
(including George Perez) and soli¬ 
dified the look of Superman for 33 


By Andy Mangels 


“There were several artists at the 
time,” says Swan of his earliest days 
on the strip. “Wayne Boring was the 
main Superman artist on both the 
comic and the daily syndicated 
strips. I don’t know what happened, 
whether he was shunted aside or left 
on his own volition, but Wayne left 
and [then-editor] Mort Weisinger 


Swan eventually worked on the 
whole Superman line at one time or 
another, and produced some very 
popular work on Adventure Comics' 
“Legion of Super-Heroes” strip. “I 
don’t really have arty favorite stories, 
but I do have fond memories of the 

Superman first became Flamebird 
and Nightwing [Superman #158]. I 
had the most fun with Jimmy Olsen, 











working on Mask for DC and Ken¬ 
ner toys. Right now. I’m halfway 
through Mask #5, doing pencils. 
Mike Fleisher is writing, and Kurt 
Schaffenberger is inking it. 

“I have mixed feelings about 
Superman. I’m not sad about not 
doing it anymore, but I do miss it 

fortable with the overall format of 
the series. If I wasn’t comfortable 
after 33 years, I don’t know when 
I would be.” 

Kurt Schaffenberger 

Kurt Schaffenberger has been with 
Superman only four years less than 
Curt Swan. He’d been working for 
Fawcett since 1941 on Captain 
Marvel and family, but came to DC 
by 1957. “They called me in and told 
me they were starting a Lois Lane 
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Ray Zone 

ANNOUNCES 

A NEW 3-D COMIC! 

THE BEGINNING OF A NEW 3-D SERIES! 

The 3-D Zone 


First Issue Collector’s Item! 

This exciting 3-D comic reprints a 26-page 
retelling of the Stevenson classic with the 
very earliest professional art of the great 
Wally Wood! An additional 3-page story 
by Wood rounds out the issue for a full 29 
pages of story. The book is printed on 
deluxe format English brite white 40 pound 
paper with 4-color covers. 

Special bonus: 3-D Funny Fotonewz with 
3-D photos of Jack Kirby, the Marvel 25th 
Anniversary Party and other comic book 
celebrities! 

32 pages, full color covers.$2.50 

3-D effect by RAY ZONE. 


A WALLACE WOOD 
GRAPHIC NOVEL 

■ IN 




Distributed 



SHIPPING FEBRUARY 5 
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The Three 
Phases of 
Grendel 


In Grendel’s original incarnation (in 
Comico’s Primer W2 and three issues 
of his own title), Wagner told a fairly 
straightforward comics story. His art 

combination of Japanese animation 
and Frank Miller’s Daredevil. 

did little more than introduce the 
two main protagonists, a nobly- 
motivated assassin, Grendel, and a 
champion of good, the “wondrous 
wolf’ Argent. Once the series grad- 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE 


BY LOU MOUGIN 


American Comics 
publishers of Herbie 

Dragonia, an evi 
female magician, es 
travelled straight to 


i was about to mobilize 


heck with spreading the revolution!) 
Mao Tse-Tung became a hero- 


mean. Like, in Captain Marvel #32, 
a character returning from an Elvis 
Presley concert in 19532 Or, in 
Adventure Comics #305 (1962), the 
Legion of Super-Heroes hearing this 
radio broadcast from the 20th cen¬ 
tury: “Bulletin: Kennedy Re-Elected 


magic against Americ 
Chinese Red leader, 


adventure 



















“BEST 

BLACK- 

AND- 
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COMIC” 

-1986 Kirby Awards 





































































































































































































































































